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“WHAT IS IICA?”

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is the specialized agency for
agriculture of the inter-American system. The Institute was founded on October 7, 1942 when
the Council of Directors of the Pan American Union approved the creation of the Inter-American
Institute of Agricultural Sciences.

IICA was founded as an institution for agricultural research and graduate training in tropical
agriculture. In response to changing needs in the hemisphere, the Institute gradually evolved
into an agency for technical cooperation and institutional strengthening in the field of agriculture.
These changes were officially recognized through the ratification of a new Convention on
December 8, 1980. The Institute’s purpose under the new Convention are to encourage, facilitate
and support cooperation among the 33 Member States, so as to better promote agricultural
development and rural wellbeing.

With its broader and more flexible mandate and new structure to facilitate direct participation
by the Member States in the activities of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA) and
the Executive Committee, the Institute now has a geographic reach that allows it to respond to
needs for technical cooperation in all of its member states.

The contributions provided by the Member States and the ties IICA maintains with 13 Permanent
Observer Countries and numerous international organizations provide the Institute with channels
to direct its human and financial resources in support of agricultural development throughout
the Americas.

The 1987-1993 Medium Term Plan, the policy document that sets IICA’s priorities, stresses the
reactivation of the agricultural sector as the key to economic growth. In support of this policy,
the Institute is placing special emphasis on the support and promotion of actions to modemize
agricultural technology and strengthen the processes of regional and subregional integration. In
order to attain these goals, the Institute is concentrating its actions on the following five Programs:
Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning; Technology Generation and Transfer; Organization
and Management for Rural Development; Trade and Agroindustry; and Agricultural Health.

The Member States of IICA are: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, St Lucia, St Kitts and Nevis, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, the United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela. The Permanent Observer
Countries of IICA are: Arab Republic of Egypt, Austria, Belgium, Federal Republic of Germany,
France, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania and Spain.







